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The origins of mild are somewhat obscure but it is
known that in the mid 18th century a popular drink in
the London area was 'Three Threads' which was a
mixture of ale, beer and twopenny. In 1772 an
enterprising brewer of the time then had the bright idea
of producing a single brew with the same characteristics.
This was known as 'Entire Butt'. Althought it was
expensive to produce its sale price undercut all other
beers of the time. Other brewers followed and, being a
favourite beer of the market traders, it later became
known as porter. Steaks sold at the porter houses became
known as porterhouse steaks. All the brewers kept their
recipes secret and, as a malt tax was in force at the time,
brewers were constantly looking for other materials to
ferment to reduce costs, with the result that the formula
probably changed over the years as the style evolved.
However, one drawback to porter was that it had a long
maturing process and consequently a need for storage
space. As it gave a slower return on expenditure it was
less attractive for brewing by the publicans themselves
and this in turn led to the rise of the specialist large
brewer.

However, porter did not gain much acceptance outside
London and it is probable that attempts of country
brewers to produce a comparable beer led to mild.
Although it was a quite different drink, being cheap,
dark, flavoursome and fairly sweet it began to gain
popularity. It was easier and cheaper to brew than
porter and did not require the long ageing process, and
was soon being copied by the London brewers. Sold at
4d a quart (less than 1p a pint at today's prices) it
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For some years now, CAMRA has held an annual campaign to
"Make May a Mild Month", encouraging drinkers, retailers and
brewers to support a beer style that has lacked the publicity
and image projection given to other types.
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became known as 'Four Ale'. Hence the expression
'Four Ale bar'. Mild's success continued as the drink of
the working man for a hundred years or so, until Pale
Ale emerged, when the middle classes started drinking
this new expensive lighter coloured beer to reflect their
position. This stigma against darker coloured beers
continues to this day but their decline was very gradual
and even as late as the 1950's there were many pubs
which did not sell any draught beer other than mild.
Then, whether due to tales of slops being returned to the
mild, snobbishness, colour preference, higher wages or
just a change of taste, the ebb in popularity of mild
accelerated. Brewers were quite happy to sell higher
priced beers and gave none of the advertising promotion
to mild that they did to bitters.

Nevertheless, mild has a lot going for it. In recent
years there has been a slight revival. If slops were ever
returned to the barrel, it is now more likely to be to the
bitter. Mild's usually lower gravity is better news for
drivers and those who suffer from hangovers. For
teenagers, who find beer rather bitter after leaving their
soft drinks behind, mild with its generally sweeter taste
is often more acceptable and it is certainly superior to
the bland tasting lagers. Perhaps surprisingly, mild
drinking by the female sex has increased considerably.

Unfortunately far too many pubs, particularly in the
south, have stopped serving mild and many others serve
a gassy keg version. It would only take a few more
drinkers to make cask milds feasible again, and this is
why CAMRA has its annual campaign. If he doesn't do
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Banks's Mild OG 1036 ABV 3.4%

Light malty mild with a touch of bitterness and fruity flavours.
Very successfully selling over 1,000,000 pints per week, but now
being marketed as plain "Banks's".

Served in oversized glasses - Great!

Batemans Dark Mild (DM) OG 1033 ABV 3.0%

Ruby black with a creamy head. Smooth roast malts and caramel
taste. Watch out for sticky fingers when served in those brim
measure glasses.

Everards Mild OG 1036 ABV 3.3%

A dark reddish colour, malty and smooth, sweet fruitiness of taste
leads to a dry finish. Leicester based Everards also contract
brew Chester's Mild for Whitbread. Whitbread closed Chester's
Brewery in 1988.

Hardy & Hansons Kimberley Best Mild OG 1035 ABV
3.1%

A deep ruby colour. Typical Kimberley sweetness, balanced
with roast malt and hop flavours.

Highgate Dark Ale OG 1035 ABV 3.2%

Good News: Highgate Brewery in Walsall is once again
independent thanks to a Management buy-out from Bass.
The Bad News: The beer is fast disappearing from the Bass pubs
in the Nottingham area - (if it's not there, ask for it!)

A tasty smooth nutty/fruity mild with a hint of roast malt.

Home Mild OG 1036 ABV 3.6%

Scottish & Newcastle, owners of Home Brewery since 1986,
signalled their intentions in 1993 when they contracted out the
brewing of Home Mild form Daybrook to Mansfield Brewery
plc.
product closely matched to the Daybrook brew.

A full-bodied crystal black mild with roast malt flavours

Mansfield to their credit have produced a consistent

predominant, dry finish.

Jennings Dark Mild OG 1031 ABV 3.1%

Jennings brew at the Castle Brewery, Cockermouth, in Cumbria.
Even so, the mild has been a regular at the Bell Inn for over 2
years. A light headed dark well-bodied mild, malt and hops
developing into a sweet finish.

Mansfield Riding Traditional Dark Mild OG 10 35
ABV 3.5%

Dark ruby colour, sweetish taste developing into fruity and
nuttiness. Dry malty finish. The Riding beers were introduced
as a result of Mansfield's 1985 expansion into the Hull area and
East Yorkshire.

You may come across Shipstones Mild in Greenalls pubs.
Greenalls closed Shipstones Brewery in 1991. The beers now
sold under the Shipo's banner have since been brewed by
Carlsberg-Tetley (Allied) in other parts of the country resulting
in the inevitable loss of identity.

JOIN CAMRA TODAY!
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continued from page one

'so already, ask your landlord to put on a cask conditioned
' mild during May. The results might surprise him. Last

year the Tynemill pub group enthusiastically supported
the campaign by claiming that one of their pubs would
sell more milds than any other in the country, and that

' the group as a whole would exceed any other group.

They succeeded well beyond their own expectations
with the Victoria in Beeston, selling 26 milds during the
month and the group in total sold 94 milds through their
eight pubs. What may interest your landlord is that the
Black Horse in Hose, a small country pub, raised the
mild ratio of its real ale sales from 18% to over 30%,
with seventeen different brands. During this time the

| public were able to enjoy something that bitter drinkers

take for granted, in having a choice of at least two milds.
In fact, many bitter drinkers, noting the choice available,
decided to try a mild and stayed drinking it.

So, ask your landlord to promote cask conditioned
mild in May. If he already successfully serves one, then
ask him to try two for a month. Should you succeed,
support him by sampling it for yourself. You might be

'in for a pleasant surprise. © Bob Taylor 1996
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FOR THE ELEGANT MILD DRINKER AROUND TOWN:
CAMRA offer the
'Mild Drinker's Sweatshirt'
in exclusive colours of red or black
To disprove the
"penny pinching punter in the corner" image
the price is a snip at £13.00
or, how about a little 1
"Mild" Model Truck i
at just £8.95.
Further details from CAMRA HQ

Tel: 01727 867 670
SR T S R N S

Also on sale at the
Newark Beer Festival
May 24th - May 26th 1996
at the Castle Grounds, Newark.
Call Chris Constantine for further details
Telephone: 01636 77246

NOTTINGHAM

The opposite page should be separated
from this one by cutting down the
centre fold of this supplement. Then
just follow the folding instructions
on the sheet and you will have your
very own Mild in May 96 Nottingham
Ale Trail leaflet.
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Drink Mild in May

Follow the Mild Trail during May 1996

Order a pint or half pint of Mild in one of the
participating pubs and ask for a Mild sticker

Be patient

Put the sticker on the appropriate numbered

if the pub is busy

square overleaf

Collect stickers from 15 pubs for a Silver
Certificate or all 31 for a Gold Certificate

When complete, send the whole leaflet to

¢/o Nottingham CAMRA

Your completed form will be returned

"Drink Mild in May"

17 Penarth Rise
Sherwood Vale

Nottingham NG5 4EE
to receive your certificate

together with your certificate

Please allow three weeks for return

Final date for receipt of forms will be 7th

June 1996

Participating pubs are listed opposite

: ._.V.\Uo:_ﬁ Drink and Drive!
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Here is a list of pubs participating in the Nottingham Mild Trail 1996

Air Hostess
Beacon

Bell Inn

Blue Bell

Bridge at Gamston
Britannia

Broad Oak

Canal Tavern
Coopers Arms
Duke of Cambridge
Golden Fleece
Horse & Jockey
Hole in the Wall
Langtrys
Limelight
Lincolnshire Poacher
Lion

Lord Nelson
Lord Nelson
Magpies
Navigation
Poachers Pocket
Portland Arms
Raven

Red Lion

Red Lion

Tom Hoskins
Trip to Jerusalem
Victoria

White Lion
White Horse

Stanstead Av Tollerton Home Mild No.6 Keyworth Barton Bus-Broad Marsh.

Blue Bell Hill Rd
Old Market Square
Upper Parliament St
Gamston

Beck St

Strelly Village
Canal St
Porchester Rd
Woodborough Rd
Mansfield Rd
Front Street Arnold
North Sherwood St
South Sherwood St
Wellington Circus
Mansfield Rd
Mosley St Basford
Front St Arnold
Lord Nelson St
Meadow La
Wilford St
Glaisdale Dr
Portland St
Rawson St Basford
Canning Circus
Ruddington
Queens Bridge Rd
Castle Rd

Dovecote La Beeston

Carlton Rd
Ruddington

SUPPORT YOUR LOCAL vcw@

Home Mild (E)
Jennings Dark

Home Mild

Banks's Mild

Home Mild

Kimberley Best Mild
Mansfield Riding Mild
Home Mild (E)

Home Mild (E)

Guest Milds in May
Home Mild Buses from Debenhams Market Sq
Guest Milds

Boddington's & Chester's Mild

Guest Milds Next to Nottingham Playhouse
Batemans Mild
Guest Milds

Home Mild (E)
Kimberley Best Mild
Home Mild (E)
Bank's Mild

Banks's Mild op Burnside Rd No 11 NCT' Parliament St
Kimberley Mild Just off Canning Circus
Home Mild

Guest Milds in May

Home Mild No. 14 Barton or No.10 NCT Market Sq

On A52 to Radcliffe

Just off Carlton Road junction
No. 50/52 bus from King St

80 - 85 buses from Market Sq

Sneinton Dale
Daleside Rd junction

Kimberley Best Mild
Guest Milds

Banks's Mild

Home Mild

British Rail, Beeston

& JOIN CAMRA TODAY
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