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MAKE MINE a4 MILD
- PLEASE!

FORSOME YEARSNOW, CAMRA has held an annual campaign to “Make
May a Mild Month”, encouraging drinkers, retailers and brewers to support
a beer style that has lacked the publicity and image projection given to other

types.

The origins of mild are
somewhat obscure but it is
known that in the mid 18th
century a popular drink in
the London area was ‘Three
threads’, which was a
mixture of ale, beer and
twopenny. In 1722 an
enterprising brewer of the
time then had the bright idea
of producing a single brew
with the same
characteristics. This was
known as “Entire Butt.”
Although it was expensive
to produce, its sale price
would undercut all other
beers of the time. Other
brewers followed and, being
afavourite beer of the market
traders, it later became
known as porter. Steaks sold
at the porter houses became
porterhouse steaks.
However, porter did not gain
much acceptance outside
London and it is probable
that attempts of country
brewers to produce a
comparable beer led to mild.

Although it was a quite a
differentdrink, being cheap,
dark, flavoursome and fairly
sweet it began to gain
popularity. It was easier and
cheaper to brew than porter,
did not require the long

ageing process, and was
soon being copied by the
London brewers. Sold at 4d
aquart (lessthan 1papintat
today’s prices) it became
known as Four Ale. Hence
theexpression Four Ale Bar.
Mild’s success continued as
the drink of the working man
for a hundred years or so,
until pale aleemerged, when
the middle classes started
drinking this new expensive
light-coloured beertoreflect
their social position. The
stigma against darker-
coloured beers continues to
this day, but their decline
was very gradual, and even
as late as the 1950’s there
were many pubs which did
not sell any draught beer
other than mild. Then,
whether due to tales of slops
being returned to the mild,
snobbishness, colour
preference, higher wages, or
just a change of taste on the
consumers’ part, the ebb in
popularity of mild
accelerated. Brewers were
quite happy to sell higher-
priced beers and gave none
of theadvertising promotion
to mild that they did bitters.

Nevertheless, mild
has a lot going for it. In

recent years there has been a
slight revival. If slops were
everreturned tothe barrel, it
is now more likely to be the
bitter. Mild’s usual lower
gravity is better news for
drivers and those who suffer
from hangovers. For
teenagers who find beer
rather bitter after leaving
their soft drinks behind, mild
with its generally sweeter
taste is often more
acceptable, and itis certainly
superior to the bland-tasting
lagers. Perhaps surprisingly,
mild drinking by the female

sex has increased
considerably.
Unfortunately far too

many pubs, particularly in
the south, have stopped
serving mild and many
others serve a gassy keg
version. It would take a few
more drinkers to make cask
milds feasible again, and this
is why CAMRA has its
annual campaign.

If he doesn’t do so
already, ask your landlord
to put on a cask-conditioned
mild during May. Theresults
might surprise him. In 1995,
the Tynemill pub group
enthusiastically supported
the campaign by claiming
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that one of their pubs would
sell more milds than any
other in the country, and that
the group as a whole would
exceed any other. What may
interest your landlord is that
in that year the Black Horse
in Hose, asmall country pub,
raised the mild ratio of its
real ale sales from 18% to
30% with seventeen
different brands. During this
time the public were able to
enjoy something that bitter
drinkers take for granted, in
having a choice of at least
twomilds. In fact many bitter
drinkers, noting the choice
available, decided to try a
mild and stayed drinking it!
So, ask your landlord
to promote cask conditioned
mild in May. If he already
successfully servesone, then
ask him to try two for a
month. Should you succeed,
support him by sampling it
for yourself. You might be
in for a pleasant surprise.
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Banks's Mild OG 1036 ABV 3.4%

Light malty mild with a touch of bitterness and fruity
flavours. Very successfully selling over 1,000,000
pints per week. Now being marketed as plain "Banks's"
Ale.

Batemans Dark Mild (DM) OG 1033 ABV 3.1%
From Wainfleet, Skegness. Ruby black mild with
mottled creamy head. Smooth roast malts and caramel
taste.

Brains Dark OG 1035 ABV 3.5%
Brewed in Cardiff. A dark brown mild. Bittersweet
taste with traces of roast and fruit. Rounded finish.

Boddingtons Mild OG 1032 ABV 3%
Boddingtons brewery was acquired by Whitbread in
1990 (the pubs going to Greenalls). The mild is dark
with sweet caramel and malt taste.

Cains Dark Mild OG 1032 ABV 3.2%
Popular Liverpool brewer. Smooth, dry and roasty
malt mild, some chocolate and coffee flavours.

Chesters Best Mild OG ABV 3.5%

Chesters brewery was closed in 1988. The mild is now
contract brewed for Whitbread by Everards of Leicester.
Dark full-bodied mild.

Coach House Gunpowder Strong Mild OG 1032
ABV 3.5%

New brewery formed in 1991. Full-bodied, roasty
dark mild with fruity liquorice and chocolate tastes.
Malty aroma, full finish.

Fiddlers Mild ABV 3.4%

Brewed at the Fox & Crown, Old Basford. The
brewhouse is fully visible at the rear of the pub. Full
bodied malty tasting mild, smooth aftertaste.

Hardys & Hansons Kimberley Best Mild OG 1035
ABV 3.1%

Nottingham's last major brewer. Deep ruby mild.
Initial sweetness balanced with fruity aroma, chocolate
malt and hoppy taste.

o> Mild in May 1997 — The Beers T

Highgate Dark Mild OG 1035 ABV 3.1%
Walsall's Highgate Brewery regained its independence
in 1995 following a management buy out. Well
respected dark brown mild, balanced malt and hop
taste, traces of roast flavours.

Home Mild OG 1036 ABV 3.6%

Home Brewery is now closed. The mild is brewed by
Mansfield Brewery who now own the brand. A full
bodied crystal black mild with predominant roast, malt
flavours. Dry finish.

Jennings Dark Mild OG 1031 ABV 3.1%

Jennings brew at the Castle Brewery, Cockermouth in
Cumbria. Even so, the mild has been a regular at the
Bell Inn for over 3 years. A light headed, dark well-
bodied mild, malt and hops taste developing into a
sweet finish.

Mansfield Riding Mild OG 1035 ABV 3.5%
Dark ruby colour, chocolate malt aroma leading to a
fruity taste. Mellows to a dry malty finish.

M&B Mild OG 1034 ABV 3.2%
From Bass Cape Hill Brewery. Dark brown colour
with roast and malt flavours, dry slightly bitter finish.

Theakston Mild Ale OG 1035 ABV 3.5%

Most of Theakston's ales are brewed at Newcastle,
particularly those on sale in the Notts area. A rich
smooth mild, dark ruby colour. Rounded liquorice
taste, dry hoppy aftertaste.

Whim Magic Mushroom Mild OG 1042 ABV 3.8%
Nottingham Beer Festival award winning brewers
from Hartington, Derbyshire. Flavoursome well
balanced mild, black/ruby in colour.

Wilson's Original Mild OG 1032 ABV 3.2%
Wilson's Manchester brewery was closed by Watneys
in 1985. The mild isnow contract brewed in Oxfordshire
by Morlands for Scottish Courage. A brown coloured
malty mild slightly sweet with a dry finish.

JOIN CAMRA TODAY!

The opposite page should be separated from this one by cutting down the centre
fold of this supplement. Then just follow the folding instructions on the sheet and
you will have your very own Mild in May 1997 Nottingham Ale Trail leaflet.
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Mild in May
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The Nottingham Mild Trail

_/\_>rm May A Mild Month!

_ 1's fun!
—| ighten up — enjoy your drinking!

_u iSCOVER NEw pubs!

The Mild Trail is open to anyone over
18 years of age—for details see overleaf
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